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The Kentucky Center Governor’s School for the Arts

The Kentucky Center Governor’s School for the Arts (GSA) is developing the next generation of Kentucky artists, as well as cultivating arts audiences. Through its efforts to reach many culturally and socially underserved young people and provide them with an environment that supports their artistic talents, GSA impacts the arts as a whole in Kentucky. Many students come from areas of Kentucky where they are artistically isolated and specialized arts instruction is limited or simply not available.
GSA has been serving students across Kentucky since its inception in 1987 through its mission of facilitating the artistic development of gifted young people and building a richly diverse, nurturing community that empowers students to grow socially and emotionally. Under the leadership of Martha Layne Collins, GSA was established to address the needs of an underserved population, the state’s artistically gifted and talented young people. Whereas opportunities for advanced academic work have been widely available to academically gifted students, opportunities to pursue advanced work in the arts were considerably more limited, particularly for geographically and/or economically marginalized students.
Modeled after programs in other states, GSA is now considered a leader and model program among the National Conference of Governor’s Schools. In 2006, GSA was recognized with a Governor’s Award in the Arts Government Award and in 2005 was recognized as a Coming Up Taller Semifinalist by the President’s Committee on the Arts & Humanities.
GSA is best known for its intensive residential program targeted to the needs of talented, high school-aged students who are dancers, actors, instrumental and vocal musicians, creative writers, future architects and visual artists. Since the inception of GSA, over 4,500 students have participated in the three-week summer residency program. Each year, more than 200 students are selected from over 1,500 applicants to participate in GSA’s rigorous summer program, which brings together a community of professional artists and young artists from across the state to a university campus for three weeks of intensive college-level training in the arts. Sophomores or juniors residing in Kentucky are eligible to audition at one of the regional sites across the Commonwealth. With the support of The Kentucky Center, the Governor’s School for the Arts Advisory Council, the Governor and the leadership of the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet, this wonderful experience is free to all students who participate.
This highly competitive program has served students from all 120 counties in Kentucky. GSA’s summer program and outreach programs are free to all students who participate. However, tuition, room, board and supplies for the summer program cost $2,800 per student for the students who participate each year. While the state provides funding, GSA relies on generous donations from the statewide community to support its programs. The Center funds GSA through its Endowment Fund, as well as through fund-raising efforts by the GSA Advisory Council, which is made up of representatives from around the state.
GSA’s outreach includes arts workshops provided in communities throughout the Commonwealth. In the fall GSA’s faculty members, teaching artists and staff travel the state providing all-day workshops to high school students interested in the arts and interested in learning more about the summer program.
Benefits of being an alumnus of the program include participation in the annual College and Career Day and the Toyota Alumni Fund, which allows alumni to submit grant proposals for future artistic endeavors, and inclusion in an artist roster of performing and visual artists. Many artistically gifted young people in Kentucky would not have the opportunity to develop their talents and pursue the arts without the benefit of GSA. There are no other opportunities like the GSA program in Kentucky.
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